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I n t er n at ion a l  GCSE Fr en ch  

Pap er  1  List en in g   

Ex am in er  r ep o r t  

 

Sect ion  A    

 

Q1 - 5    Le cl im at  au  Mar oc 

 

Whereas the m ajor ity of students achieved full m arks in quest ions 1-5, a 

handful st ruggled with the basic weather form s.  

 

Q6   La r ad io  

 

Most  students secured all available m arks across this quest ion, dem onst rat ing 

an excellent  grasp of elem entary opinion phrases.  However, a sm all m inor ity 

found it  difficult  to recognise verbs in the negat ive form .  

 

Q7   No t r e r ou t in e 

 

Q7( i)  -  Most  students were able to discr im inate between the pr inciples of 

“ lik ing”  and “obligat ion”  and this conjugated form  of devoir  was usually dealt  

with correct ly.  Students are tending m ore and m ore to look for possible 

dist racters when seeking a correct  response and this was an excellent  exam ple 

of how they typically apply that  skill.  

 

Q7( ii)  -  Most  students dealt  well with this item .  However, the presence of a 

negat ive and confusion relat ing to tard did lead a significant  m inor ity to 

m isjudge the response.   A good knowledge of com m on t im e phrases was 

required, as it  was elsewhere in quest ion 7. Less confident  students also found it  

diff icult  to dist inguish between verbs and nouns.  This was im portant ,  as a noun 

was required in the response to the second item  and only two nouns were 

available from  the responses box. 

 

Q7( iii)  -  Once again, a signif icant  proport ion of students were able to navigate 

around the negat ive present , but  a num ber seem ed to confuse avant / après.   

Knowing when to deploy an inf init ive was cent ral to students being able to 

narrow down the opt ions for the first  part  of this response.  Understanding of 

both tôt  and tard plus an abilit y to circum vent  the faux am i j ournée m eant  that  

m any students could deal confident ly with the second part  of this item . 

 

I n sum m ary m ost  students realised that  the overall m eaning rather than just  

single item  comprehension is essent ial at  this level of response. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  B    

 

Q8      Les p r o j et s d ’av en i r  

 

 

This quest ion was at tem pted with a good degree of success, in the m ajor ity of 

cases.   

 

Q8( i)  -  Appreciat ing the dist inct ion between different  m odal verbs was the key 

to success in the first  item .  Equally, m ost  were able to discr im inate between a 

range of com m on verbs, including chercher ,  aller  and t ravailler .   This helped the 

candidate to determ ine “what ”  would happen “where”  within Nadine’s career 

plans.  The response required in 8( i)  did require students to ascertain overall 

m eaning, by listening to m ore than a single sentence.  At  this level, a broader 

range of tenses m ay be present  across the recorded passage, but  not  always 

targeted in the required response. 

 

Q8( ii)  -  There were a num ber of instances where students opted for the first  

response on offer, as they had heard reference to both payer  and études during 

the recording. The abilit y to spot  such dist racters typif ied the perform ance of 

those students who took the t im e to hesitate and reflect  when a potent ial 

response appeared to be relat ively st raight forward.  This is in large m easure 

due to the excellent  range of techniques being taught , based on the pr inciple of 

not  being too hasty in responding.  Most  students seem  to have an excellent  

awareness of how synonym s, negat ives and qualif iers can im pact  upon choice of 

response. 

 

Q8( iii)  -  Students who showed a certain at tent ion to detail tended to be 

successful in the final item  of quest ion 8.  Naturally, the key to success was the 

abilit y to discr im inate between peu de and beaucoup de.  I t  was equally 

im portant  for students not  to be drawn towards the opt ion relat ing to vie assez 

facile whose sim ilar ity in sound to part  of the recording proved too tem pt ing. 

 

Students’ awareness of the core vocabulary helped them  to deal with synonym s, 

but  they also needed to circum vent  a set  of plausible dist racters.  There was 

st rong evidence indicat ing that  teachers are t raining their students well in this 

respect .   

 

 

Q9  

 

This quest ion required a certain depth of linguist ic awareness, as there was a 

need to deal with m ore com plex vocabulary, negat ives, infinit ives, pronouns.  A 

well em bedded understanding of the perfect  tense was required.  Not  all of 

these elem ents were actually being tested, but  students st ill needed to 

discr im inate between var ious dist racters. 

 



Students who had a sound knowledge of synonym s were confident  in discerning 

the link between ennuyeux  and m onotonie.   A num ber of students did however 

m isinterpret  the phrases indicat ing how long Rachid spent  in his first  post .   Once 

again, students were tem pted to establish a link between t rois m ois in the 

recording and the sam e phrase which appeared on the quest ion paper.  

Likewise, Rachid’s interest  in cars was understood by m ost  students, but  som e 

were able to dist inguish between récem m ent  and toujours.   Students who 

perceived the potent ial link between hésiter and im m édiatem ent  st ill needed to 

take account  of the negat ive form  of hésiter used on the quest ion paper.  Quite 

a num ber seem ed to over look this negat ive.  I n fact , quite a range of negat ive 

phrases appeared within the task, the vast  m ajor ity being in the recording.  

Students were generally very well prepared for this challenge.  This is once 

again evidence of excellent  pract ice within cent res.  I ndeed, where there are 

two gram m at ically plausible responses available for a single item , students do 

need to base their  response on evidence from  the text  and should avoid the 

tem ptat ion of choosing a response for the sole reason that  it  m akes 

gram m at ical sense. 

 

 

Q1 0 - 1 1   

Gen er a l  Rem ar k s 

 

Students are becom ing m ore and m ore successful in the way they select  

language from  the recording and offer very concise responses.  I n som e 

instances, a single word response was adequate.  The tem ptat ion to m erely lift  

segm ents of language from  the recording was approached with m uch m ore 

caut ion than in previous series. Responses need to be based on evidence 

gleaned from  the recording, but  there is equally a need to avoid irrelevance in 

responses.  Students are being assessed on com prehension rather than 

language, but  it  is always a pleasure to report  that  responses often displayed 

signif icant  breadth of expression, with im peccable accuracy.  Many students 

possessed a depth of vocabulary norm ally associated with the requirem ents of 

AS level exam inat ions.  This is clearly the most  challenging component  of the 

exam inat ion.  Students should nevertheless be encouraged to m ake at  least  

som e at tem pt  to com plete this sect ion.  Most  responses were clear ly legible, but  

cent res are asked to cont inue the excellent  pract ice of rem inding students of the 

need for clear handwrit ing. 

 

 

Q1 0  

 

Q10(a)  -  Most  students scored a m ark here, even those who went  on to leave 

blanks in subsequent  quest ions.   

 

Q10(b)  -  This proved difficult  for m any, who did not  seem  to understand that  

the sport  provided independence, and several appeared not  to know 

indépendant ,  writ ing dependant .  A signif icant  num ber of students secured a 



m ark for “bon pour la santé” , suggest ing that  it  had been encountered within a 

range of language resources during the teaching process.  

 

Q10(c)  -  Students seem ed to know that  ‘snow coverage’ had to be m ent ioned 

for the answer but  m ost  were unable to com prehend what  that  really m eant .  

Very few students offered a gram m at ically correct  const ruct ion for this quest ion, 

and only a sm all proport ion of students were able to use the term  épaisse.  

 

 

Q1 1    

 

Q11(a)  -  Lire and lecture were well-known.  Romans was not  fam iliar to m ost , 

with a variety of spellings being proposed. Quite a few students offered libre[ s] . 

 

Q11(b)  -  The first  part  was bet ter answered than the second, as the cognate 

‘st ress’ helped to secure a correct  response. The verb réduire elicited a num ber 

of am biguous spellings.  The second part  was m ore challenging because 

s’échapper  was not  widely known. 

 

Q11(c)  -  Students who avoided the r isk of am ending the idea of peu sociable 

were m ore likely to offer an acceptable response.  Som e students were drawn 

towards com parisons between the two sisters m ent ioned in the recording.   

 

Ad m in ist r a t i v e Mat t er s 

 

Cent res are to be com m ended, as in previous series, for the excellent  standard 

of adm inist rat ion during this ser ies.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundar ies for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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